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John Haime 1709-1784
The following information comes from 'The Life of John Wesley by Robert Southey' and 'The Haimes - a Dorset Family by John W Haime 1970'.

John was the son of a John Haymes ‘junior’ who was a gardener and grandson of John Haymes a miller of Mill Lane in Shaftesbury (now Haimes Lane). John became a gardener and then tried button making but was unhappy and he said he "longed for some business that would allow me more liberty". After a difficult early life John enlisted in the Royal Regiment of Dragoons after reading John Bunyan's autobiography. He left Shaftesbury at Christmas 1739 and later wrote “the thoughts of parting with all my friends, my wife and children were ready to break my heart… nevertheless when I came acquainted with my comrades I soon returned as a dog to the vomit”.
John was firstly posted to Alnwick, Northumberland, and then to London where he had a 'spiritual awakening'. After a disappointing experience with a Calvinist preacher who appeared disinterested, he then heard Charles Wesley preach near Colchester and got personal encouragement from him. John was then posted then to Flanders during the War of Austrian Succession (1740-1748) and during this time he continued correspondence with Wesley who said he should follow his calling. John fought in the Battle of Dettingen on 27th June 1743 which was an Allied/English victory.
John formed a Methodist society with fellow soldiers and he was one of 6 preachers in a group of about 300 men. On one occasion he reported on a fellow soldier who had ‘blasphemed’ in his presence. Quartered in Bruges and was allowed by General Ponsonby to use the English Church there.

John fought in the Battle of Fontenoy on 11th May 1745 which was a devastating French victory and had a horse killed from under him and which then fell on top of him. Trying to get himself out from under it and speaking to an officer near to him, who is alleged to have said something like “where is your God now Mr. Haime”, when a cannon ball took off the officer's head.

John fell into a miserable state of mind for seven years but continued his religious preaching. He returned to England and was discharged from the army. He was admitted by Wesley as a traveling preacher but he remained ill at ease and was unable to become settled. Wesley once took him on one of his preaching rounds knowing his state of mind. 
In 1766 John was evidently living back in Shaftesbury and his wife Susannah died that year and was buried at Holy Trinity. That same year Wesley persuaded John to go and dwell with the Hoskins family in St Ives in Cornwall who wanted a live-in preacher. John continued to be distressed for some time, in fact worse than before, but one day 'instantaneously recovered' after about twenty years of illness and appeared to find inner peace.
John died of a fever in 1784 at Whitchurch in Hampshire.

By Mark Wareham (John Haime’s seventh generation great grandson), November 2008

My line back to John Haime –

My father Rodney Wareham
I

Violet Doris Hiscock (1918 Tollard Royal -1985 m 1935 Yeovil to Sidney Wareham)
I

Ethel Rose Kelly (1891 Berwick St John – 1949 m 1910 Tollard Royal to Robert Hiscock)
I

Rose Elizabeth Morgan (1864 Enmore Green – aft 1901 m 1888 Wesleyan Chapel, Shaftesbury to James Kelly

I

John Morgan (1823 Shaftesbury St James – 1913 m 1847 Motcombe to Martha Foot)

I

Stephen Morgan (1797 Motcombe – 1876 m 1818 Motcombe to Rose Stayner)

I

Mary Hunt (1760 Shaftesbury St James – 1812 m 1787 Motcombe to John Morgan)

I

Anne Haime (1737 Shaftesbury Holy Trinity – 1820 m 1754 Shaftesbury St James to John Hunt)

I

John Haime (1709 Shaftesbury Holy Trinity – 1784 m before 1730 to Susannah ?)
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